
Sample Collection Guidelines 
 
 Following details can be written down while collecting any sample: 
 
1. Sample No :   (To be given by the collector) 
2. Name of the species:   (For known samples) 
3. Name of the place : 
4. Broad habitat type :  
5. GPS coordinate :  (Whenever possible) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important notes: 

•••• Do not store any sample in formaldehyde if it is collected for DNA analysis 

•••• All samples should be transported to the lab as soon as possible. This is more important 
in case of blood and tissue samples where immediate refrigeration is needed for proper 
preservation. 

 
For any further query please contact: 

 
Udayan Borthakur 

Programme Coordinator 
Wildlife Genetics 

Aaranyak 
50 Samanway Path, Beltola (Survey) 

Guwahati – 781028 
Phone : +919435728717, +919954537713, 0361-2230250/2228418 (Off), 0361- 2228418 (Fax) 

Email : udayan.borthakur@gmail.com, udayan@aaranyak.org 

Blood sample 
 

Collect blood in cosmetically available blood collection tubes containing heparin or EDTA (as 
anticoagulant) 

 
Collect 1-2 ml of whole blood and mix with the anticoagulant 

 
Tissue sample 

 (Muscle, Liver, Kidney, Spleen etc) 
 

Collect a small piece of tissue (5 – 10 gram) 
 

Best preservative is ethanol (70% - 95%), if available.  
 

In absence of ethanol store the sample in silica gel in a plastic container or air-tight plastic zip pouches 
(a commonly used desiccant available in chemist shops) 

 
In absence of silica gel, store the sample in edible salt 

Hair sample 
 

Collect around 20-30 plugged hairs in to a plastic container or a zip pouch 

Faecal samples  
(Scats, Pellets) 

 
Collect about 1-2 piece (30 – 50 gram) of carnivore scat in a brown paper bag and allow it to air dry 

 
Dry samples can be transferred to a plastic zip lock and label each zip lock with a permanent marker 

 
In case drying is not possible in the field, samples can directly be kept in a zip pouch with some silica 

gel crystals 


